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F THE eyes of the world are not | man,"” the well-informed weekly of the | tho number of At mamtiers ‘did inob
fixed on lreland to-day it is really |

not Ireland’s fault. She has done
her best. In ordinary times the
crushing victory at the polls of the Irvish
payty, whose cundidates were electad on

a platform of secession from the British |

Empire and the wiping out of the his-

toric lrish Nationalist party of Parnell |

and Redmond, would probably
monopolizved the front pages of news-

have |

papers printed in the English Ianguage |

from London to San Francisco, from
Toronto to Singapore. Te-day the an-
nouncement that the Sinn Féin leaders
are about to declare Ireland an inde-
pendent republic received even in
New York, the largest Irish city in the
vearld, with the equanimity of news-
paper readers, who are accustomed to
have served to them, along with their
coffee and toast, reports dabout the col-
lapse of mighty empires and the birth,
by the dozen, of new states and nations.

15

The results of the Irish election,
whicli gave to the Sinn Fein seventy-
three of those seats at Westminster,
which they, true to their traditional
policy, decline to occupy, did not come
as a surprise. The outcome was antici-
pated. Ever since the failure of the
government's rveeruiting policy in Ive-
land the vapidly advAncing conquest of
Irish sentiment by the Sinn Féin was the
outstanding feature of the situation;
and the evident dangers of the adminis-
tration’s half-heartedness caused con-
cern both to Unionists, who called it
lenieney, and to Home Rulers, who saw
in it the abandonment of reiterated
pledges to solve the Irish preblem ae-
cording to the desires of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Irish people.

The sweeping victory of Sinn Féin
was predicted on the eve of the election
by a correspondent in *“The New States-

After peointing out
that the approach of the pedce ¢onfer-
ence gives the separatists the lone-
vearned-Tor chance to stage a monster
demonstration and to inject the lrish
problem into the official inter-Allied ne-
gotiation, the article, printed in the
December 7 issue of “I'he New States-
man,’” says:

Fabian socialists.

seek redlection, so,that even before the
polls opened the Sinn Féin won twenty-
five geats wilhout a contest.
tionalist leader, Dillon, however, de=
cided to pul up a desperate fight on both

| sides, against the Republicans and the

“The anti-British state of mind, now so |
strong in Ireland, finds av outlet in voting |

Fein, Moreover, there is
impression that the poseibilities of tle
Parliamentary Home Rule movement sre
for the time being exhausted. The move-
ment has lasted over forty years, and
Messra, Dillon and O'Connor are the most

venesrable politicians in the British Empire.

Sinn i general

| Un a liberal estimate the Parlinmentarians

will retain twenty of the sixty odd seats
which were in their possesison at the disso-
lution. Sinn Féin is assured of from sixty
fo seventy victories; its great strength will
lia in the newly enfranchised young men
of no property. Mr. T. M, llealy and Mr,
William O'Brien, with their followers of
the All-for-Ireland League, retire in faver
of the Sinn Félners. Organized labor in the
South of Ireland does the same.”

The article gives the following sum-
mary of the Sinn Féin issue apainst the
Nationalists on the one hand, the British
povernment on the other:

“The principn! Sinn Féin ‘points’ are as
follows: (a) That the war has ended with
the prineiple of self-determination heing al-
lowed to all the belligerents; (b that it is
more important to save Ireland than to
save the yemainder of the ‘party’; (e) that
while Mr. Dillon repudiates a Republic for
Ireland, he favors Republicanism elsewhere;
td) that Mr. Dillon appealed for recruits
during the war; (e) that the eondition to
which Ireland has been reduced by the re-

cent  declarations of British minigters
shows the futility of the Paliamentary
policy.”

The Nationalists realized the hope-
lessness of their situation. About half

|

| triumph of the Secparatists,

Unionists.

The result of the polling was pretty
clear already on the evening of Election
Day, December 14. Said an Associated
Press dispateh from London:

“Polling in the greater part of Ireland
passed quietly except for minor collisions
between Sinn Feiners and Nationalists®™

“A close analysis of the voting shows that
the Nuationalists have been hopelessly
beaten hy the Sinn Féin, even in places

| supposed to he Nationalist strongholds.”
The final count of the votes on De- |

confirmed the
The Asso-

cember 28 more than

ciated Press reported:

“Tha Sinn Féiners, ns expeeted, not only
swept Ireland, but pgained their seata with

eniormons majorities, leaving the National- |

izt representation in the new Parliament a

| bare seven members., John Dillon, the Na-

tionalist leader, was defeated by De Valera,
Sinn Féiner, for East Mayo, by & majority
of 4,000, Joseph Devlin, however, defeated
e Valters for the West Belfast seat. Te

Vealera slso was a candidate in the Scuth |

Down constitueney

One of the successful Sinn Féin can- |
Countess |

didates was a women, the
Markiewicz, one of the leaders of the
FEaster vebellion in 1916, She won in
the 8t. Patrick division of Dublin, as
the only woman returned out of the
fourteen female candidates in {he
United Kingdom. Her election, how-
ever, was not expected to change the
100 per cent masculine complexion of
the Houge of Commons. For one thing,
as a Sinn Féin member she would have
refused to ake her seat anyway: more-
over, admission would have heen denied

The Na- |

] to her even had she claimed it. As a l

London dispateh to
Sun' said:

YLONDON, Jan. 1. ‘_l‘he Countess Mar-
hiswiez, the only womun who triumphed in
the Parliamentary eleetions, is ineligible to
tule her seat, as she i3 an alien by mar-
ringe. The countess, who iz a daughter of

Sir Henry Gorebooth/ married a Poligh |

(asmir Dunin de Markiewicz, in

He was never naturalized.”

count,
1800.

“The New ‘.('urkI

An interesting feature of the election |

| consisted in the fact that about thirty
of the returned candidates were—and
at the momentl of this writing still are
—in British prisons.
Professor Edward de Valera, president
of the party, Their martyrdom
Associated Press

managers. The

ported:

“In the eleetion the Sinn Féin leaders
made valuable use of the continued impris-
anment of their loaders on w eharge of com-

| plicity in a German plot. Many of the in-
terned Sinn Féin were nominated for Par-
linment, and the cry of “Vote for the man
unjustly in joil” was raised in their behalf.

Among them is |

was |
naturally capitalized by their campaign |
re- |

| The Nationalists helped this by repudinting |

the suggestion of a German plot.”

| However, ""The New York Times" re-

of the Sinn Feéin leaders syas deeided

them, Count Plunkett, who is among the
candidates elected, was freed at once.

The plans of the successful Sinn
Féiners were walched with keen anx-
iety in Londen. There was no doubt

I whatever that the Sinn Féin members
would not, under any circumstances,
take their seats in the House of Com-

apiece, which is the fee deposited hy
each candidate before polling and which
is returned only when a member takes
his oathk and seat.

ported on December 31 that the release |

upon by the British governnient. One of |

mons. Their vefusal will cost them $750 |

The course which the victorious Re- |

publicans are expected to adopt was out-
lined by the London correspondent of
“The New York Times" in the follow-

ing:

“Seventy-three Sinn Féin members
meet in Dublin and constitute themselves
a Nalional Assembly. They will appoint a
President and proclaim the independence
of the Irish Republic. The National Assem-
bly will begin to legisiate at once and is-
sue a proclamation,

will

“An attempt will be made to levy taxes,
and all attempts to collect imperial revenue
will be resisted.
foreign countries and the actions of an
independent state will be imitated in every
possibla way.

“OFf course, thiz means inevitable enl-
lision with the large British force now in
Ireland.  This is: exactly what the Sinn
Féin are praying for. They are prepared
for considerable sacrifice of life so long as
fighting can take place when Allied con-
forences and the peace congreas are heing
held. :

“T'hey will endeavor to send a mission to
both these gatherings and will demand ad-
mission as an independent state fighting
for the right of self-determination against
British tyranny." "

But the Sinn Féin leaders will ap-
parently not vestriet themselves to
demonstrations. Preparations for armed
resistance to the British are reported by
“The New York Times':

“It seems certain that the Sinn Féin has
procured arms and ammunition in large
quantities, although the source of these
supplies is & mystery, Raids carricd out
by the government have discovered zome of
these hoards, but there are others leit as
vet untouched.”

Sp far the English newspapers have
observed a vather restrained attitude in
commenting upon the Irish develop-
ments. While they exhibit a tendency

Missions will be sent to |

not to take the Sinn Féin victory too |

seriously, there is unmistakably a sub-
dued feeling of alarm as to what will
happen if the extremists insist on liv-
ing up to their threats and attempt to
put over their plans to declare Trish
independence wthout deluy. *The Sun:
day Times"” of London writes:

“Ireland has not disappointed, because
the result was a foregone conelusion. Sinn
Féin has thrown dewn the challéenge to
ordered government, and it cannot be i
nored,” .

“The Observer” iz more outspoken,
It says:

“Sinn Feiners, whose pro-Germanism
recked no doom for the liberty of other
nations, if only their own impossible pur-
poses might be served, have torn lreland
asunder, as she was never torn, and made
wider, almost heyend healing in our time,
the division between the Unionist Nerth
and the rest.”

Aceording to “The Morning Post,”
of London, the responsibility for Sinn
Féin victory belongs on the shoulders
of the British government. The paper
says editorially:

“If the opportunities of this war had been

the hands of real Statesmen Ireland
might by mow have been as well affecied
as any part of the United Kingdom.”

The Dublin correspondent of “The
London Daily News"” discusses in detail
the plans of the Sinn Féin leaders,
“Ireland has voted herself out of the
British Parliament,” he writes, and pre-
dicts that the seventy-three Sinn Féin
leaders will constitute themselves into
i National Couneil at Dublin.
says:

in

Then he

“As far as I can ascertain, the husiness

“As to what will happen if the peace
conference refuses to admit the Irish dele-
gates, 1 can only gquote Harry Boland, Sinn
Féin M. P, for South Roscommon, who said
vesterday: ‘If the conference fails us we
will put forth such organization in Ire-
land ae will make it elear there can be no
peace in Western Europe as long as Iveland
remains under the heel of the English
uppressor,”

“The weapons of general stril@, of =abo
tuge, of eivil disturbances
upon property and wholesale
sistance to the collection of taxes, are al
hinted at.

“Threats. like may sound foolish
in- London, but in Duablin it is impogsible po
to admit the great mass of the people are
terribly in earnest.”

with atiacks

pussive yo.

these

That the Irish question will be brought
up in the peace conference 1s the opin-
ion, among others,

That an attempt will be made to en-
list President Wilson's support for the
cause of Irish independence, was fore
shadowed by an Associated Press re.
port from Dublin, according to which
December 22 was celebrated as Wilson
Day throughout Ireland. The dispatch
said:

“Meetings were held in more than forty
towns and resolutions drafted by the Sinn
Féiners inyviting President Wilson to visit
Ireland and pledging to him Ireland’s
port were adopted,

sug
At most of the meeting:
Constitutional Nationalists joined with the

| Siun Féiners,

of the council will be to draft a scheme

for the establishment of a sovereigy Icish
state, and appoint delegates to present this

| scheme to the peace conference.

“The attitude of the Unionists is that the
President will not interfere in the domestiv
politics of lreland, but that
welconed examine into
and prohlems."

he would he

to real conditions

The London correspondent of “The
New York World" believes that FPresi-
dent Wilson has alveady brought up the
problem of Ireland in his first conference
with Lloyd George and Balfour. He
adds, however, that there i= no pusitive

. mformation io this effect.

Bitter Wars Are Still Being Fo

pean Fields

HERE are still wars fighting in

Eurcpe. Poland is conducting
what the Polish Agency at
Lausanne describes in The

Tribune as “a téuring raid into Ger-
many,” with the aim set at nothing less
than Berlin; Bolshevist troops are also
reported as marching toward the Ger-
man line and American troops marked
the last day of 1918 by smashing into
the Balshevist lines and recapturing the
village of Kadizh, on the Arvctic front.
A dispatch from Northern Russia to
“The Chicago Tribune” declares that
American soldiers in Russia are some-
what puzzled as to the job they were
sent to do. The correspondent goes on
to say:

“Ag civilianz back home they took an in-
terest in politics, and now as citizen sol-
diers fighting in a foreign land they want
a clear understanding of the povernment's
reasons and future policies, Thep say that
mistakes of poliey and judgment have been
made in the past by the expedition. The
humblest private will tell you that so far
as Northern Russia is concerned a boy was
sent to do & man's job,

“From the motive of protecting the war
materials in ‘these northern lands so that
they will not fall into German hands and
making it impossible to found German sub-
marine bases, the expedition has developed
into one of fighting on the Russian front
to aid the Allied cause.

“Tt was thought that, with a small Allied
urmy here as a nucleus, which actually is
neither active nor large enouph, the TRus-
siang would floek to our standards and de-
velap a strong army over night. There were
gome pesasant volunteers, but the results
have been far frem satisfactory. So to-
day the Allied forees find themselves handi-
capped by a lack of men, with a vastly
larger but potentially much inferior cnemy
force facing them.

“The Allied fortes have even besn
strong etniough nor has their policy been
sufficiently elear to convinee fully the
population here that they will not have
to fear the return of the Bolaheviki. With
proper faith in the future policy of the
Allies, it is quite poszible that theusands
of Russians might join the fighting ranks,

nat

| but up to the present time practically all

the fighting has been done by the Ameri-
enns and their allies,

“Our soldlers know this fer bettér than
the people of Amearica can possibly have
known {t. They have great faith in Presi-
dent Wilson and patiently await the action
of the Pepris conference.”

An Assoeiated Press

communication |

from Warsaw, printed in the “New York |

Times," outlines a new military line es-

tablished by the Polish government on |

its Eastern front. The line extends
from Lapy, in the north, southward to
Litry and beyond Lemburg. The article
states that thousands of refugees con-

ught on FEuro-

tinue fo a‘rri\'e in Poland fram Moscow
and other points in Central Russia and
the Ukraine. Desultory fighting is re-
ported at Lemburg between the Ukrain-
ians and the Poles. The Associated
Press also reported thirteen hours of
street fighting in Odessa between Rus-
sian volunteers and the Russian Repub-
lican army. The fichting ceased finally
with Trench rveserves assisting the vol-
unteers,

)

Gertrude Atherton writes in the “New
York Times"” from Paris that the Polish
question is the most significant of all

the problems Dbefore the peace confer- |

ence so far as the peace and well heing
of Russia concerned, The writer
Foes ont

i

“Amervicanr sympathy Tor Polapd has been
larpely  sentimental. great  and
powerful nation, she was hitterly wronged
by the partition, and during the recent
war was devagtated more thoroughly by
the Germans than Franee or Belgium. The
cloguence of Paderewsk! opened many
pursese in the United States and inspired
still more good wighes for the
the three ceveral parts of the ancient king
dom. Bo Tur so good; and foubt the
nutions will keep their pledges to
restore to the smaller and long-oppresscd
races their ancient richts.

“Hut that is a question for to-morrow, angd
the Polish question of (he day —of the nio-
mient—is acute,

Unce #

no
ereat

== | D

union of

“If it 15 treated with indifference, chaos
may result in a large part of Eurepe.
. Bolshevist army is on its eastern border.
Tho German eastern army, under Hoffman,
whose numbers are estimated at from 400,-
000 to 600,000, is in the northeaszt and is
cither sympathetic with the Balsheviki or
using them for Its own nefarious pur-
poses,
“General Pilsudsky has a small loyabarmy
i Poland, but few arms and little ammu-
nition, and his men even luck shoes, Gen-
eral Hualley, hend the Polish army in
I'rpnee, is hoping frem day to dap to be
permitted to take his 80,000 men to Poland;
and, although there may be natural rivalry
hetween the two generals, they are agreed
01 ane point —they eannot stem the Bol-
shevist tide without Allied help.”
The New York “World” correspondent
I in Washington writes that the Allies
have no favor for the Polizsh invasion
of Germany, Ife savs that t8ate De-
partment advices minimize the clashes
hetween Poles and Germans and make
them oul (v be more in the mature of
riots than battles,

of

|

l “The best mformed opinion in Washing-

| ton 1= that Polish leaders will not be per-

| mitied tg the territorial
the new Polund,  These will

W the peace council,

I is believed, Howover, that the Allind
will furnish to Poland the necessary mgni-
tinns for protection against threatened Bol-

| shevik aggressions.  Sueh munitions will
[ he furnished only with the understanding
that they are not to he used fop offensive

| action against the Central mpires,
“lndeed, the Allies and Amerien e upider
| mwival obligations protect the Central

i Powers against outside _Egeression, since
ey have laid down their arms and auh-
mitted 1o armistice terms dictated by the
Allies and the Uniled Slates.”
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Asquith Ship

LERHAPS the most spectacular
result of the recent British elec-
tions is the tolal disappearance
from Parliament of two im-
portant and picturesque groups of poli-
ticians, the inner circle of Asquith Lib-

" erals and the pacifist Laborites.

The débacle suffered by the hody-
guard of Asquith since the death of
Campbeil-Bannerman, leader of the
greal Liberal party, is unprecedented in
the history of British elections. Not
one of the friends and leutenants of the
former Premier was indorsed by his
constituents,

The captain, Henry Herbert Asquith,
went down with the ship, He will not
resume his seat in the House of Com-
mons, of which he was @ member since
1886, In that year the young lawyer
was returned by the voters of East Fife
on a platform supporting Gladstone and
Home Rule. Ever since his college days
Asquith belonged to the advanced—or,
as it would be called to-day, left—wing
of the Liberal party. He started out as
an avdent anti-imperialist, a *“Little
Englander,” an advovate of social re-
form, a IHome Ruler—in a word, =
Radical. He was first appointell to a

| Cabinet post, that of Home Secretary,

by Gladstone, who regarded him as one
of his ablest lieutenants. After the

| resignation of Lord Rosebery, Sir Henry

| Campbell-Bannerman hecame leader of

the Liberal party, and when the latter
was appointed Premier he named A
quith to' the supremely important post
[ of Chancellor of the Exchequer, By
| this time his radical tendencies had
worn off to a large extent.

His zeal for Home Rule, however, con-
tinued unabated, and he also made him-
self conspicuous as one of the most re.
lentless opponents of the tarif veform
movement instigated by Joseph Cham-
berlain. He was an advoeate of good re-
lations with America, and supported ef-
forts to establish good relations between
Britain and Russia, He became Prime
Minister in 1908, after the
Campbell-Bannerman, and rvetained the
post till 1816, when one of his lieuten-

ants, David Lloyd George, suceeeded
| him. But this is alveady recent history.
Walter Runciman, another defeated

Liberal, was appointed president of the
Board of Trade (corresponding to our
Secretary of Commerce), in 1914, when,
on the declaration of war with Ger-
many, John Burns resigned from the
Asquith Cabinet. e is a wealthy ship-

political life in 1899 by defeating, at
Oldham, his friend Winston Churchill,
then a Conservative.

Charles ', G, Masterman successively
held several posts in the Asquith gov-

owner, of Scotehi descent, and entered |

Down on the

ernment. He was promoted fram Parli-

| amentary Secretary of the Home Office

to Financial Secretary to the Treasury
in 1912, and later to Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster. Ilis present defeat
at the polls is not Lis first experience of
the kind. He was beaten at the polls in
1911 and 1912, and finally the Liberals
had to find an “‘easy” constituency ta

secure for him a seat in Parliament.

| the militant suffragists in 1913,

death of 1

| downfall of Asquith.

Reginald McKenna's defeat eliminate:
one of the most conspicuous members
from Parliament. He was first returned
by Monmouthshive in 1805, ‘In 1905 he
became Financial Secretary to the
Treasury, in 1907 president of the
Board of Education, in 1911 Home Sec-
retary, in 1915 Chancellor of the Ex
chequer, which post he held until the
He was one of the
ministers who were roughly handled by
who
even planned to kidnap him for his
stont rmfsta'hce to the suffrage demands

Sir John Simon is one of the leading
British lawyers, with an income reputed
to exceed $150,000 a wyear. He was
always a loyal Asquithian. At the out-
break of the war he resigied, but was
induced by his chief’s ureines to retain
his post as Attorney General. [le was
a strong opponent of conscription, and
during the last vear was classed almost
as a pacifist.

Europe’s

(Continued From Page (Omne)

ment at the beginning of the war, on
account of their extreme pacifism.

Preliminary Ges

tures " B

Arthur Henderson, the Labor leader |

and former member of the government
who turned pacifist, was badly defeated
and Labor in general fared badly. It
had been conceded that Labor would get
106 seats, but they only succeeded in

winning seventy-six, of whom ten ars |
Coalitionists, This is, howeven a larger |

representation than they had in the old
Parliament, where they numbered thir-
ty-eight. Among the Labor members
clected was Havelock Wilson, leader o
the Seamen's Union, and Ben Tillett,
leader of the dock workers.
expected to lead the Labor party in the
House,

Another surprize was in the defeat of
all the women candidates, with the ex-
ception of the Countess Markiwicz, the
Sinn Féin leader, and a special cable to
“The Sun' gays she will not be allowed

1o take her seat, as ghe is an alien, hav-

Tillett is |

|

ing married a Pole who has never heen

naturalized.

|
Until the last moment it was thought

Christubel Pankhurst had  been
cleeted, but the final returns showed her
defeat by the narrow margin of 775
voles by a Labor candidate, Other wom-
en candidate: who failed of election
were Miss Violet Markham, Mrs, Char-
lotte TDiespard, wister of Field Murshal
Viecwunt, French, Mre. Pethick TLaw-
renee, Mra, (liver Strachey and Miss
Mury MacArihur.

The vote was extremely light, only
about one-half the registered voters go-
ing tu the patls. This in partly aceount-
ed fer by the ahsnes off 0 many men
T the ehiel  reason
wan Lhe indifference of the electorate,

(71N

with) he @rmig ST

/

|

|
)

the Coalition wvictory being a foregone
conclusion. Several millions of women
were added to the register and there was
considerable anxiety as to the effect of
their wvotes.
quarters they would surely elect the
women candidates, and in the hectic mo-
ments of the first receipt of the returns
the defeat of the women was laid to lack
of time to organize their vote. Calmer
thought, however, decided that, once hav-
ing won the franchise, womon vote by
principle and not by sex.

Essentially, the rvesult was a preat
personal triumph for Lloyd George as
the: “Victory Premier.,” Butl it was an
exceedingly well organized triumph with
little room left for defeat. Four hun-

It was thought in some,

follow him into strange ways, if the Coal-
ition pledge is kept and he is retained in
power. The prophecies are that the pres-
ent alignment will not endure for any
greal length of time, but that the hide-
bound reactionaries of the Coalition will
soon again be found in the Unionist fold,
while from among the others will be born
& new parlty under the leadership of
Lloyd George. The question is whether
the Lloyd George party will command a

| clear majority of the new House or

dred and seventy-three of the victorious |

candidates went to the polls as the of-
ficial representatives of the goverhrment
that won the war. Forty-six others were
pledged to support a victorious Caali-
tion. The Coalition programme com-
prised five exceedingly simple points:

1. Punish the Kuaiser,

2, Make Germany pay.

4. Get the soldier home as soon as pos-
sible.

4. Fair treatment for the returned sol-
dier and sailor.

i,
ditions, |

On the surfuce of the results the
Unionista are back in power for the first
time gince they had to give way Lo the
Liberals during the South African War.
In the new House Lloyd George's major-
ity will be made up of 836 Coalition
Unionists, 127 Coalition Liberale, 10
Coulition Lahor and 46 straight Union-
ists.  The old Liberal party has prac-
tically ceased to exist, hut while Lloyd
George had to make many concesgions to
the Unionists for the sake of the alee-
tion, it is expected that they will have to

Hetter housing and belter worial con-

whether there will have to be another
election. The Northeliffe press antiei-
pates & new election in a very short tine,

“The London Sunday Observer,” .J. L,
Garvin's paper, said of the election:

“Lloyd George has gained s personal tpi-
umph which is quite without any parallel i1
our records. Above all, the pacifists are
annihilated everywhere. And not only that,
All who were suspected of seml-pacifism,
or of the faintest tincture of it, or of wenk-
neds in any phuse of the struggle, or of
feohle inclination to parley with the enemy
when the fight was nt its durkest and Erin-
mest have heen cast aul, If no man could
have greater fortune than Mr. Tloyd George
hag al this moment, no man could bear
greater responsibility, nor one of & more
definite kind."

“The London Sunday Times” said:

"I is not the Premier alone who stands
or fally by the work of the now Parlinment;
the governing elasses are equally on their
trial,  Men of all parties have come back
from the constituencies with a report of
new and rapidly growing impntionee, not
confined Lo any one class of the politienl
game, nn i4 has hitherto bheen played. [
the governing clisges are wise, they will
recognize they have now what may be a
finnl opportunity to justify thelr traditionsl
place in the political wystem by their light
and londing, and thal they cannoet do this
hetter than in furthering to thelr utmanl,
oven ul Lhe cosl of their owy oouws, the
privileged programme of socinl reconnlrue

| : . ye:
[ tion that the Prime Minister has laid bhe-

fore the electorute,'
American oplnion received the result
as a personal triumph for Lloyd George

and a vietory for unadulterated patriot- |

ism. The Tribune sui:

"It ds in large mieasure @ vietory wvote,
unguestionably, 1t is in large measure, also,
# vole of confidence in a great personality
one of the few veally greal men thut the
wiar has produced. The platform of the
Coalition was essentially Mr. Lloyd George,
lis views and his ability. That was the
weakness of the Coulition appeanl, said its
eritivs, who pointed the delinite pro-
Bramiie of the Laubor parly incontrast, Its
weakness hus proved its Etrength, Not even
the defoetion Lord Northeliffa  could
wenketr the support of the British people
for their war Premier, Mr, Lloyd George
| made his stand elear fora vietory of justice,

with reparation and sure barriers against
| wnether eruption of the Hun. Those Lih-
eruls like Mr. Asquith, who while profess-
i sgrecment to suerh  general demands
revenlod A leay atern attitude toward Ger-
many, raiged w elenr-cut issye that
voters of England could not ignoya,”

tn

the

“The Providence Journal” stressed Lhe
patriotic motive., 1t said:

“The result ig v trivmph not for Mr,
Lloyd Goorge only, but in general for thut
heand of patriolism that has atood for one

| hundred per cont prosecution of the woarld
rbrugele nguingt Germany, 1L ia a rebuke
to lukewirmnens il doubting. It is a pluin
wirning to theso (hoorists who would ‘putk
kama other considerntion above undivided
love of countey in the time of paril.”

“The Boston Evening Transeript” sees

in the triumph of Lloyd (ieorge a beacon
for the world, 1t SHYVE:

“The vesult 15 a honrtening oue for Hsup-
norters of (ko world-redeeming and world-
atendyimg forees of the Eintente, in avbry
It disvipntes the fear of digorgnni-
T holds Germiny Lo (s duly of
repnratiog,

eountry,
antion,

vompendation snd ol It puly

| battleships, aix

efor

==

e Settling the Peace

an end Lo British, Irish, French and Amer- :

ican  Bolshevism, and portenda the over-
throw and destruction of German and Rus-
sian anarchy and anarchists. Lloyd George,
already at the head of Furapean statesmen
in influence, is promoted by the 1
the British election te a position
greater personal and political stre zth and
advantage. It puts in his hands » tremend.
ous responsibility., e becomes the chief
organizer of the work of restoring the
sapped and white-bled nations to vigor and
strength. He is not merely the ‘pillar of a

nation's hope,' but the ‘centre of & world's
deaire. "

Secretary Daniels Throws
« Depth Bomb in a Big
Navy Declaration

ECRETARY DANIELS' raised a
storm of protest,in Washington by
the thvee-year building programme
for the navy that he laid before
the House Naval Affairs Committee,
This programme, according to “The New
York Times"— :

“calls for the building of ten lirst class
battle-cruisers, ten scout
cruigors and 130 small eraft, 1t is estl
mated that sueh a programme would place
tho United Stutes on the same rolative foof
ing with Great Britain, giving this country,
with the vessels now building, aixty-lwo
first clusa battleships, while England has
sixty-one at preacnb in conimigaion,

“Mr. Dunfels explained that the new three-
year programme which President Wilson,
he, and the General Roavd wf the VY
wished Congress (o adopt thig sexsion was
approvod by the President altor the Aign
g of the nrmistica,

Uomay suy thal you eannot do anylhing

in the world which would so strengthen this
country's pesition in the pesce conference,” |
said Mr. Daniels, ‘as to authorize this en-
larged naval programme. Before T wrote
my annual report I took up the matter of
i big building programme with the Presi-
dent, and then, later, after the armistice
was signed, T spoke to him again on this
subject, He very earnestly urges that this
programme be adopted. Nothing would =0 |
‘aid him in the pefee conference as (on-
gress's authorization of a big navy.' "

2 et

It was thig feature of Secretary Dan-
iels's statement that brought forth the
protest in The Tribune’s
Washington correspondence said:

Congress,

“Men who have been advocating a larger
navy for deeades —who forced an inerease
of preparedness at a time, just after the
outbreak of the European war, when Presi-
dent Wilson and the Administration gen-
erally, ineluding Southern Democratic lead-
ers in Congress, were laughing at the pre-
paredness agitation as hysterin—have no
aympathy with this gesture at this time,

“There is no belief, even amaong the friends
of the Adminiatration, that the *bluff,' as it
is freely characterized by its erities, will
have much effect.” F

Enlarging upon the needs for a great
American navy, Secretary Daniels told |
the House Naval Affairs Committee:

YIt is my firm conviction that if the Con-
ferance at Versailles does net result in &
genernl sgreement to put an end to naval |
building on the part of all wations, then the ‘
United States must bend her will and bend
lier energics, must glve her men and Kive
her money to the task of the creation of in-
comparably the greatest navy in the world. |

“She has no designs upon the tervitory,
or the trade, of any other nation, or group
of nations. But she is pledged to the sup-
port of the Monroe Doctrine. She is
pledged to the support of the weak, wher-
aver thov may suffer thrents, She s incom-
prinbly vieh, incomparably strong in natu-
ral resources. If need be, she must be in-

comparably atrong in defence against ag-
gressors and in defence against evil-doers.”

Foreseeing, however, that the peace
conference might result in the forma
tion of a league of nations and a mesas
ure of general disarmament—

“Mr. Daniels proposes that tie bill should
contain the following provision:

“*If at any time beford the construetion
atthorized by this act shall have been con-
tracted for there shall have heen estab-
lished, with the coéperation of the United
States of America, an international tribuns
or iribunals, competent to secure pesesful
determinations of all international dispute-
and which shall render unnecessary the
maintenance of competitive armament
then, and in that cese, such naval expur
sions as may be inconsistent with the en
pagements made in the establishment of
such tribunal or tribunals may be susperd
cd, when so ordered by the President of the
United Stntes.'”

“The Times's” report of the hearing
before the committee said:

*‘How will you settle how large our navy
shall be, if a league of nationa ia ecreated
asked Representative Butler of Pennayl a-
nin,

“*"We ought to contribute in units, pover
and men just as much as any other natfon.
and not allow any other uation te have
more power than we have,” replied Mn
Daniels.

“Ilo you think there is gront diplomatic
advantage to the United States in being
able to say to England that it must agret
to & limitation of armaments or the United
States will build a navy able to whip the
British navy?" Representative Kelley de-
manded.

“l have great faith that when the peace
vonference adjourns there will be an agroes
mont to limit armaments,” Mr. Danfels re-
sponded. “If there is no agrecment, then
we must bulld the ships so as to have such
0 pawerfal wnvy that it would make wng
nation in the world think weveral times bes
fore venturing to sttuck us” :




